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Family Travel

BY KIM FOLEY MACKINMOMN

han familiag traval,
getting thare can ba
the hardest part,

from the packing to the hours
en route when everyone is
prone to crankinass. We've
come up with three great sum-
mer dastinations that are easy
for Boston-araa families to
vigit. They're just a short hop
by train, highway or (in the
case of Mantucket) ferry. You'll
arrive relaxed and ready for
advantural

Living It Up in
New York City

Age b seemed a good time to
introduce my daughter, Sadie, to
the Big Apple: old enough o
remember the visit in later years
and young enough to find MNaw
York City wruly magical,

‘We decided to use her owo
schoal vacations this year to visit,
and we did both trips in radically
different ways. One was 2 frugal
family faunt; the ather, a biow-out
mother-daughter weekend, Both
had their different charms, but one
thing is certain: Central Park, mxi
cabs and two particular toy stores
will always have a special place in
iy daughters heart

B On the Cheap

Mothing is cheaper than car-
pooling, and that's what we did with
anather family In chelr SUY for the
drive ta MYC, sharing expenses for
gz and wolls and packing plenty of
foad in coolers. While chey opred
for a chi-chi boutique hatel, we had
searched out Internes deals on
www hotels.com. Our pick, the

Hotel Pennsylvania. is right

across from Penn Station. While it

lacked some of the boutique extras.

it made up for cthat in history.
Merely sitting in the encrmous
lobby, as busy as Grand Central

Seation, is an experience. This |, 700-

room hotel, the fourth largest in
the city, was buife in 1919 and ar
that time had an astounding 2,220
rooms! You may remamber the
Glenn Miller Band song,
“Pennsylvanm 6-3000", which we
heard playing over the lobby speak-
ers. This was the hotel's original
phone numbar.

Our visic coincided with the
Christo installation, “The Gares,” in
Central Park, so we hopped a
cab there {taxis were one of the
highlights of my daughter's visic she
halled them like 3 veceran MNew
Yorker, imperiously holding up her
hand). Once in the park, we went
for a stroll, making stops ac play-
grounds and a carousel. Bath chil-
dren in our two families could have
happily spent every day there. But
we had planned other stops for our
visit: a sightsesing cruise on the
Circle Line to get a view of the city
from the water; a visit to Toys “R"
Us; and a subway trip to see the
new |acque Torres shop called
Chocolate Haven

The Tays "R"™ Us fagship has
an actual Ferris wheel inside cthe
store. The 60-fact-high ride has
cabs themed to toys and charac-
ters, so you might ride in a giant
Mazchbox fire truck or a Barbie
purse, Lots of fun and a bargain at
[ust 54 (plus part of the deker price
goes to charity). A word of advice
in a toy store: Ser a spending cap
beforehand so there won't be any
arguing about buying something,
which, of course, you'll have to do.
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ifty Weekend Getaways

New York City,
Nantucket and
New Hampshire

This famous view can be had aboard the Circle Line, a sightseeing
boat. PHOTD BY KiM FOLEY MACKINNON

My family has a parocular affinicy
for all things chocolate, be it bools,
movies or candy, so when we heard
that chocolatier and chef
Jacques Torres had cpened a
chocolate factory downtown,
Chocolate Haven, (he has anoth-
ar [ Brooklyn), we wanted to visic
We weren't disappainted. Mot only
could we watch chocolate treats
being made through enormaus
plate-glass windows, the man him-
selfl was there! He even posed with
the kids at the chocolate bar, where
wi sampled his signature hot
chocolace, It was a delicious end to
our trip.

B Mo Expense Spared

Our second visit was a bix dif-
ferent. to say the least! This tme,
just Sadie and | took the

LimoLiner, a luxuricusly ourficred

bus, with just 28 |leacher seats, wire-
less Internet. mavies, and an oitern-
dant who served drinks and meals.
The ride was $76 each way. The bus
travels from the Back Bay Hilton to
the Mew Tork Hilon, both easy-to-
got-10 Spots,

We stayed at che Ritz-Carlton
Mew York, in Battery Parl. right on
Mew Tork Harbor: we had a view of
the Statue of Liberty from our
suite. | knew immedately | was sot-
ting a dangerous precedent when
we checked into our room and the
attendant went to get the
“princess.” as he called her, a child-
sized bathrobe. The edible chocolate
sculpture of the Soue of Liberty,
the telescope 1o gat a closer view
of the Liberty Lady and a stuffed
bear from FAD Schwarz an the bed
may also have ruined Sadie far
ather hotels forever. | did draw the
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line at her request for me to call the
“Bath Buder,” part of a menu of
amenities in the suite’s bathroom.

If you're planning a luxury scay at
the Ritz, several packages may be of
interest to families, One in particu-
lar, “Discover Diowntown,' starts at
$78% and includes a rwo-night sty
and the Lower Manhattan Musewm
and Culrure "All-Access Pass,"”
which lets you visit the Statue of
Liberty, Ellis lsland and the
Skyscraper Museum, among many
other spots, Plus, you'll get an auro-
graphed copy of The Big Onlon Guide
to Mew York City, breakfast for two
each day, a gift bag, and the afore-
mentioned chocolate Satue of
Liberty.

The hotel has teamed up with
FAQ Schwartz, hence the bear on
the bed, and we went to pay tribute
to this revamped store, which
reopenad fast Novermber, Like the
Ritz, the oy store is in a class all its
own. Live toy soldiers greet you as
you enter (there's a ceremony
every morning); enarmous stuffed
jungle creatures heg for touching:
and special options, such as design-
ing and making your own Madame
Alexander doll, make visiting a very
unique experience. An everschanging

if You Go... i

* Chocolate Haven, 150 Hudsan
at King Streat 212-414-1461
www mrehocolate com,

* Circle Line Sightiesing, Pier
83 ar West 42nd St.and 12eh Ave.,

212-563-3200:
worw, circhelinedLcom.

* FAQ Schwarz, 767 Fifth Ave. at
SBeh Se; 31 2-E44-9400;
wwrw fac.com,

* Hotel Pennsylvania, 40| Seventh
Ave. 2t 33nd Se; BO0-113-8585:
warws hiotalpenn com

+ LimoLiner, BBB-LIM-LINT:

wearwr limaliner.cam.

* The Palace Theatre, | 5&4
Broadway ac 47ch Se; 212-7T30-8200.
* Ritz-Carlton Mew York, Bamery

Park; Two West 50 212-344-0B00:
werw ritzcariton.com,

* Toys "R Us, 1514 Broadway,
BOO-TOYSRLUS:
WA LY ST CONM i mes s Lsare

BostonParentsPaper.com

LED grid-light show on the ceiling;
professional dancers performing on
the giant floor piano (shoppers get
a chance, toa); an kce cream shop;
and endless things to explore will
make this at least a owo-hour visit, if
not more. It actually is just as much
fun for adules as kids.

A Broadway show was the final
experience | wanted Sadie to have
on this trip, Yve ended up with mati-
nee tickets to Al Shook Lip, a musi-
cal comedy bullt around Elvis
Presley's songs. While not an obvi-
ous pick to take a kid, it turned out
to be a perfect choice. Sadie knew
lots of the songs, and the show was
high-energy and good fun. She loved
it, 25 did | and the packed house at
the Falace Theatre,

Cleardy, two visits to Mew York
City were hardly enough to really
explore. Yve're already planning our
next visit. Good thing the Big Apple
is just @ four-hour ride away!

Relaxing on the
Isle of Nantucket

Mantucket s truly like nowhere
else, Time seems 1o stand still an
this Istand south of Cape Cod
Meandering around, pesking into
shop windows, playing old-fashioned
games, and greeting paople you
don't know with a “hella™ is narmal

Far from Boston, in spirit at
least, even 3 weskend away seems
ik long vacation.

My family went to the island for
a weekend visit and stayed at the
Harber House Yillage, a distin-
guished address in Mantucket The
quaint hotel, which dates back 130
years, has all the madern touches
while retaining the white wicker
look that is de rigueur on the istand.
While my husband and daughter
played checkers in the lobby one
rairy afrerncon, | went an-line in
the business center. The hotel is
ideally located for walks to
Children's Beach, which also has
a playground, to the town cencer
and the Whaling Museum.

Just in time for its 75th anniver-
sary, the Whaling Museum will
recpen june 4, after an extensive
two-year, § | 2.8 millien rencvacion
Besides wonderful updates and new

The sperm whale skeleton in the Whaling Museum hangs above

VISIDOFS. PHE

interactive displays, the museum i
the proud home of the skeleton of a
46-foot sperm whale that died on
Mantuckets shores in 1998, The
sheleton, smafler than you might
think a whale might be, hangs from
the ceiling, allowing a 30 look from
bilow, whare the Roor is pated o
Ik like the ocean. An original whal-
ing boar, smalber than amyone would
think: sane or safe, sits below,
Harpoons and other wols of the
trade hang on walls nearby, recalling
an era when Mantucket was consid-
ered the whaling hub of the universe
After a pre-opaning peek at the
museum, its clear that it will be a
must-wisit site, Part of ic is sl
housed in a renovated 1847 candie
factory. which has the only sperma-
cat beam press in the world soll in
its original home. An exhibit space
will romte shows: the scrimshaw col-
bection i3 stunning, and a children's

discovery room will host programs
and story dmes
Continuved on the next poge

if You Go...

* Amarican Seasons. 30 Centre
St Mantucket: S08-228-F111:
WAL BITIET | CANG BRSO, COM

* Harbor House Village, 99
South Beach 5¢, Mantucket; B&6-
325-5300; www harborhousevil
lage.com. Families can ope for the
“WWhale of 2 Good Time" package
st the Harbor House Yillage or
jared Coffin House. Prices vary,
but tickets to the VWhaling
Museumn are included in the raze,
Call B00-ISLAMNDA, ar visit

www ndntucketislandresorts com

* Mantucket Whaling
Museum, |3 Broad Se,
MNantuckar, 508-228-18%4;
www.nha.org
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