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Is Saying “Retarded” OK?
.Jungle Gym Gone Wild!
George Bush vs. Peter Cottontail
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HOW DO YOU KEEP A 400-POUND CORILLA CACGED - AND HAPPY Y
TWO SCITUATE LANDSCAPE DESICMERS EXPLAIN, BY KATHLEEN BURGE

n their latest project, landscape designers
Sally Covleand Quentin Caron set outto
stimulate the senses of the residents. So
they created a rantalizing centerpiece: af
ficus tree made from concrere, pocked with
imirarion lichen, thar begs to be traversed. They
piso carved crannies perfect for hiding things
like snmcks, and thev instakied big eve hooks to
hold vines and ropes tor swinging and chmbing.
If early feedback is any indication, the husband-
and-wife team got the details just Aght in their
latest commission - helping tocreate the new
S2.3 million gorilla habitat at Boston's Franklin
Park Zoa
After the alarming escape three vearsago of
Little }oe, anadolescent male gorilla, zoo officials
sef OUt 1o create more secure and more interest
ing living quarters for the animals. Covle and
Caron are used o trying wo think like the amimals
that will inhabit space they design. The couple,
who live and work in Scituate, met in 1091 ona
project for the New Jersey State Aquariam. They
recently finished the Asia Trail exhibiv, home to
red pandas, sloth bears, and other creatures, for
the Mational Zoo in Washington, D.C
“Designing living exhibits means that there's
always some area we can learn from, ™ Caron says,
Their firm also does residential landscape design.
Eor the Franklin Park Zooexhibit, which took
six monthsto build, the couple designed the
trees o withstand the pounding of the goril-
Ins. They had engineers create masshve internal
steel supports around which Caron and Coyle
designed a steel skeletal framework that gives
shape to trunks, branches, and roots. Caron
wiclded a pump that spewed concrete ont
the structure, and then he and a ream of artists
formed the wet compound with trowels and
fine tools, including dental instruments, into
delicatelyarched roots and branches. To create
the “lichens™ elinging to the traes, Caron threw
handfuls of concrere against the rrunks. The final
step - painting trees, rocks, and posts - trans-
formed the gray landscape intoa lush jungle
Last month, Caron and Cayle watched from
the other side of the rriple-layered giass that
separates viewers from the exhibit as Little Joe,
who's now 14, returnied to public view for the
first time since his escape. He joined the zoo’s

n

COYLE & CARDN, 781-545-0570,
rampant|yereative.com

SOLID DESIGN Sally Coyla and Quentin six other gorillas in taking up residence inthe

Caron {bop) try to think like the animals new habitat. “Tosee them charge cutinto the

that will inhabit their exhibits. To make a habitatand claim it was wonderful,” Caronsayvs.
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tools, then used a palette of earthy paints E-muni] her at burpei@glabe. corm,

14 Photographs by PAM BERRY



HOME AGAIN Litthe Jor, wihio escnpid
froam Has aid digs g HPCRT acyo, ks
o view dgainrin Bhe zoo’s ndewand
migrowed 523 !'I.H.Ilﬂrl aorifla habitat




