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In Boston’s Combat Zone revival, ballet bumps strip clubs

JI.I'I.I RITTER BOSTON

b wits onge known for strip
clubs and prostitutes, and the
mix of zailors, thugs and just-
plain curicus that potent brew
attracred. Mow, except far a faw
heldouts, Bostens Combat Zone
a neighbourhood between
Washington and Tremont streets
- has maorphed into a different
ind of entertainmeant hot spot
Restorations of iconic theatres
|spearheaded by two of Boston's
universites ), plus new posh res-
taurantg; & Rt and a W hotel are
harbingers of dramatic change,
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CENTUTY tovie, v vaudeville and
opera theatres have been glo-
rously renovated down to the
last gilded, plump-cheeked putti
Thi latest theatre-house dowager
toe Ernarge from Cosimetic surgery,
thanks to Baston®s perlommange-
oriented Emerson College, is The
Faramount, an art deco movie
theatre that first opened in 1632
The intertor witl its teompe Poell
mugitl, grined fixtres and lictle
musewrn of vaudeville imemaora
bilia offers productions from leg
ends such as Peter Brook and
Robert Lepage to Moniraal's cut-
I i|w_—-,-'|,‘|nr Leg 7 |,||.-|3|_5 de bz maln,
and the oddly mystical Rude
Mechs. A visit is worth the tme,
bat the showstopper is the the
atre’s glorlows margues and its
000 balbhe g6 Washington 5t
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The Boston Baller moved to the
magnbficently restored Opera
House in the old Combat Zone,
In the 1920s, the Opera House
was 4 palace of vaudeville, its op
ulence unrivalled in the city. The
dance company’s residence in
this exactingly resronec confac-
tion has been a thelll: “Ie creates
& great intimacy between the
perfommers and the sudience,”
BYS Imc:-nrn L'.-'-"n dancer Rachi]
hingfon St
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| The relvamped F'l pays homage fo its 5I h amusﬂm of vaudeville memorabilia. perer warcerwarizr

FOOD MAESTRO

The Mo erlng of this once seedy
andl hoarded-up neighbourhood
has attracted réstaurateurs
hoping to lure people from the
cigy’s hip South End, One of the
frome-runners isthe Milan-esque
BibA Osieria A visit to BINA &
de rigueur not just forits priviate
Label pinot grigio.or its fresh pap-
pardelle with. epicy tuna, raizins.
poasted pine nuts and fresh ricot-
ta. BINA s alzo a destinatbon for
its award winning design: picture
Imunge tables of recycled railway
res, exposed structural columns,
cddly shaped hanquettes in red
Tuscarn sillk, and an AEVINI etrical
canopy-like cetling, Inzpired to
recraate your meal at hoane?
Druek inte the adioinng BiNAs Al
menters, 2 European-style gour
met shop, and you'll find all the
ingredicnts, gf Washington 5t
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Fazt of a ;:lt:].c..t to put 1T$|.'_|]
refugees — many of whom are
polddsmiths - baclk to work,
Gald Power 15870 your fypial
gold exchange, Yes it dealsin
flash, with both delicate jewel
lery and hockey-puck-size cross-
es and eagles- But the réeal draw
is the jewellers, Including Tragi-
barn Wisam Breegi, who hold
cotrt in this gold marlet
mrdelled on the old Baghdad
rradiflon. o5 Washington 5t.; f17-
2105 :,'It\
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An lI1S:I|i|':I p]an:c to :['sLIJ unack
atd hear cool jaze from the
Berkles talent pool 15 Kipgston
Stazion. This hip watéring hole
[alzo a bistro) has a 10 metre
lomg zing bar and a Fidel Castro
cocktall, & potion of fresh sugar
cane, Brugal Tum and paszion
fruit, I it's & good enaugh
hangout for Bed 3ax honcho
Theo Epstein and hip hop's
Gnarls Barkley, it's good enough
fior ug. a5 Kingstan &t; 617-g42-
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