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Going green
Wigh the 40th anniversary of Earth Day coming up
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Thursday, we're dedicating this entire
Instaliment of Walcoma Mat to the
environmant, And, a5 somaana who
remambeacs the first Earth Day in
1870, it's mind-bogaling — and encou-
raging — to see tha growing numbar
of sco-friendly or "green” products
o the market, One ngenious tam
that Gaught my & 1S 8 handmade
Flip Flop Doarmat that keaps the
scrap material waste from rubber
sandal manufacturing out of landfills.
Lightwweight et tough, the colorful,

ol At excel a1 removing soll and othar

dabris from dirty shoes, They sell for 532 or 548, de—
panding on siza, and are avadable from weow galam-
com, 8 keader in eco-friendly products (tha company
nama s derivad from an ancient Greek word for “Moth-
ar Earth’). Tha company also offers kitchan and homa

decor items, sppared, bedding,

clenring supplies and

fitness products designed 1o réducs environmental
impact. Here's to gettirg alitthe greaner (rn 2010
Eckert's Greenhouse adds

eco-friendly items
You can go away for a few days and not come homea 1o
daad plants when you use Weakenders from Eckert's

Greanhouse & Parenniais in

Exhagry Gremnroame

Starling Halghts, Chwner Karl
Eckert tearmad up with Sur Form
Corp.. a local st suppsher, to
dagign the Ny water Consarva
tiar pats that haelp plants ohrive
far deys without water; in fact.
thigry Nsed walaring only oncea a
wesalk. Ayadable in five colors,
Weskanders are 325 empty or
F42 varth ptants. They're part of
Eckert's growing focus on emvi-
ronmeantally conscious planting
The greanhouse, & family-ownad
business for mare than 53 vears,

also offers Very Green hanging baskets — biodagradable

fiber pots, $20.25 each, that last all

AASon. "Ve have

taken sxtensive Stens 1o reducs our company’s carbon
footprirt and 1o aducCabin Our GUSTOMENS On BMmAaron=
meantally Friandby opnions.” Bckert savs. Echerts is &t
34051 Byan in Sterling Heights, Chaech wieaw ackarts-
gresnholss oom o call (586) 978-2400

Judy Diebalt, (313 ZX2-6T33, |disbokhEdetnasws.com
Design writer: Susan R, Polack, (313) 223-2665, spofackildetnmaws.com

Hang it out to dry

The aco-friandly practics of ine—-drying lnundry may be coming back in
fashion, according to a 2008 “Horme Safety and Security” telaphons
survey by BRK Brands and the Lehigh Group. Forty three parcent of
respondents sakd they ket their lsundry (or at lesst part of it) hang out
to dry. Lehigh, tha company baehind the survey, points out that no ener-
gy — except human - is required for its Large Capacity Outdaor
Ciothes Dryer (picturad) that holds up to four loads of lEundry and
features adjustabla line tension and drying height options. The alumi-
num desdce, easy to open and close, comes fully essambiled and is
soid 8t Homa Depot storas and Amazon.com fior around 540, Just be
sure to check with your beal government and/or homacwnars' Bssoci-
ation for s and rules regarding clothesline usags.

Green

paintbrushes

Shelby Peint and Decorating
stores in Grossa Pointe, Aoch-
ester Hills and Shalby Towmship
affar erwironrmentally friendhy
paint brushes, with handias
rmads from recycled |atex paint
fram the Wooster Brush Co
They sall for $8.98 (3=irch) ard
$B8.55 (2-inch). The stores also
recycle old latex paint for 55
per gallon. Customears b wwrmy
recelve a 55 coupon for each
recyched gallon toward the
purchase of ary galon of Ben-
jmmin Moore's eco-friandly
paints. eithar low- or zero-VO
(wolatie organic compounds)
“Whan people taka their oid
|ates pairt 1o thalr city's rscy-
cling centar, it often ends up in
a landfill,” saya Brian Eisbren-
nar, president of Shelby Palnt
and Decorating. “Bur &l tha
latax palnt we recycls s used
ta make reusabla products like
thiesa brushes from Wooster
Brush,” For information, call the
Grossa Pointe store, (313)
B81-0334; Rochaster Hills,
(248 657-1440; or Shalby
Tewnship (586} 7T35-0240,

Green lung

Bayond simply looking pretty, a favorite spider plant, peacs lily or other greenery can be put 1o work
naturally cleansing tha sir in your home or offica with ANDREA Alr, an award-winning THiving air purifier”

that's now availabla 1o North Amarican consumears, De-
signed by & French immentor and a Harvard University
profassor, the stylizh sir filtraion devics, 3198 (plams
exra), uses plants, fans, water and soll to absorb ard
eliminate toedc gages such as formaldelyde and bar-
pans. AMDREA, which uses no replacesbils filters, is said
to be espacially effective in high-use areas where &ir
can stagnate, =uch as badrooms, home offices. kitchans
and dening, famity and living rooms. Popular Sciencea
magazine namoed it o 2008 “invention of the Year.” and it
hias Basan dchibited at the Musaum of Modarn Art in Nenw
Yoirk, 1Us availabla from Amaron.com, Hammacher
Schlermmar and Frontgate. Chaok www. andraaair.com




