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See some amazing sight on your last vacation?

Eat an unforgettable dish? Still laughing at that

oddly translated road sign? Share your vacation
photos with Boston Herald readers — just
e-mail your photos and/or short videos to
photos@bostonherald.com.
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By MOIRA McCARTHY

scape knows no

time zone. Vaca-

tion needs no

mile marker. This |

discovered recently
when | planned a near-
home getaway that left me
completely fulfilled. | saw
new sights while walking
streets I've known all my
life. For a glorious three-day

weekend, | was entertained,

pampered and submerged
completely in vacation
mode.

All just a few quick miles
from home.

| chose to anchor my
weekend at the spiffy new
Envoy Hotel in Boston's

Seaport District. Opened
four months ago, the hotel
is Boston's first Autograph
Collection property. Tucked
into the edge of Boston
Harbor (it gazes down upon
the iconic Barking Crab
restaurant), the hotel offers
anew and distinctive feel
for a Boston stay, but with
enough classic Boston and
seaside to remind us what
an amazing city we live in.
There's even a rooftop bar.
It was clear from check-
in that staff members are
delighted to be there —
their warmth and expertise
was genuine. Warm and
almost beachy, and touched
with the hotel’s signature
yellow and lots of reclaimed
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TASTY TREAT: A scallop tops Brussels sprout leaves,
above, in a creation by executive chef David Verdo of
Outlook Kitchen and Bar at the Envoy Hotel, top.

wood, the lobby featured
classic games such as

Connect Four, deep and
comfortable conversation-

pit-style couches, artistic
touches like a chandelier
made from reclaimed
materials, and an open
feel. We could see through
the vibrant bar and dining
room to the active kitchen.
Yes, we'd spend some time
there.

Qur room — like all 136
in the hotel — was surpris-
ing and innovative, but in a
gentle, welcoming way. The
first thing that hit my hus-
band and me was the view.
The Boston skyline etched
by harbor waters is breath-
taking. Then there is the
decor. It feels airy and on
point. The television (which
is also an interactive tool
for things like check-out,

the Internet and Netflix),
sits on an easel made from
a bike. The bath areais en-
closed in glass etched with
a map of Boston Harbor. We
could have stayed there all
weekend if we wanted to.
But Boston called us.
From our window, we could
see the Moakley footbridge,
and we planned to walk
it. But first, we turned the
otherway and headed into
the Innovation District for
a craft beer or two, landing
at Committee, where we
noshed on Greek appe-
tizers and sampled a few
local beers recommended
by our bartender. Outside
the window, construction
was everywhere, and fun to






